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Women in Leadership & Volunteerism

In celebration of International Women's Day (IWD2021), we have been highlighting
women's contributions to volunteerism and social change with a number of
content.

L[ — In Sri Lanka, a significant number of
setaks female UN Volunteers served UN
Agencies during 2020. They played

v : o important roles in contributing towards
1 & 68 /o achieving the 2030 Agenda for
4 Sustainable Development, and some of
OF UN VOLUNTEERS - "
IN SRI LANKA WERE them joined forces to mitigate the

f wo M E N impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

#WD2021 #GENE&ATlDNEQI.IALITY

Let's commend and recognize their
talent, passion and contributions.



The UNV Regional Office in Asia and
the Pacific featured the voices of
female UN Volunteers in the region.
Sumaiya Igbal who served as a Data
Management Support Associate with
UNICEF Sri Lanka says "as women &
girls what we can do is to believe in
ourselves and keep walking."
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My message is for
parents to educate
all their daughters.
This is important to
ensure women

I in leadership.

JN Vg r Sumaiya ighal
Srl Lanka

Read more
ERBLunreces Q itz Dilini Ekanayake who served at
UNICEF as a Volunteer
Coordinator says "as women, let’s
encourage each other to take on more
responsibilities to follow our passion
and to better ourselves as leaders to
make this world a better place".

a equal fufiire - because
women leadership can definitely

Watch the video

# Herstory in Volunteering

NHezstoryinVodunteering ALEA KACLFOEGLAl Herstar #LKA stoyiniol

The late Mrs Pearl Stephen

ntmiFing VUKA NACEFoe il

Her wohunitees eforts oves

tha decades changed

the fives of waimen and

children wig ipere

ahused and Aved under

hardships.

Shie was not ahly & women's Flghts activist bt
also: a mentor for hese women te becoms

succassiul in their day-ro-day lives.
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The Iate Thllaka de Kretser

The labe Thilaka de Mretser
shar light on the difficlbies
Facen Iy tamilies af parsoims
it disatilius ard provissd
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. digrity and confidence.
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Araliya Abeysekara

WValunteer at the National institute ef Mental Health
- V-Awards Finalisz in 2043

“ti hunge 1

snidotypes people have of
histe experiencing nental
hesith difficutties.

Thraugh nar tompassen and
sollless atharts. Aralya. has
T 10 show Hat podple
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Waw rljhts ke eviryone alie

Hhal theey e Jave st
ffection.
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Ms. Sharmini Perera

Founder of the Home of
Hope' « VoAwards Finaliss
in 2001

The aftermath of the
canflict marde Sharmini
shink of the children it
lesrine wien they loat
thelr parents and dedicare

e e 1o help thiose i
magll Eharminds true spieit of volunteerism and
har miotherly love lowards - the chaldren has
wrned them into beautiful personalities with
sellparth, confldence and dignity,
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Ms Lakshrnl Ratnayake

=il ity
has heen (h» Preart and sen|
af Sumithraye's sfforts in counssing sergees Lo
prevens the extrame effects of those suffering
from personal difficultis.
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To highlight contributions of female volunteers in the country, the stories of V-
Awards finalists from previous editions have been featured in our social media
campaign 'Herstory in Volunteering'. The stories of these passionate women
who devoted their time to help others in the community are inspiring and
noteworthy. Read their stories on our Instagram or Facebook.



https://www.instagram.com/p/CMJ8Ht5nKXW/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMRmYa6nQkX/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/unvsrilanka/
https://www.facebook.com/UNVSriLanka/

The Symposium of Synergizing
Youth Volunteers

Source: 'Leo Multiple District 306 , Sri Lanka' Facebook Page

The UNV Country Coordinator, Sharmalee Jayasinghe was invited as a guest
speaker to the 'Symposium of Synergizing Youth Volunteers' organized by the
Leos of Sri Lanka in collaboration with the Ministry of Youth and Sports on 8th
February.

During the ensuing panel discussion 'Building Next Generation of Leader', she
shared insights on the benefits of volunteering, the importance of volunteerism
in contributing to the development of the country and in achieving SDGs, the
work of UNV Sri Lanka and key contributions to the country including policy
support and the importance of recognizing volunteers in the country.

Watch the recording of the Symposium

The National Youth Dialogue (NYD) on
Leadership, Innovation &
Entrepreneurship


https://fb.watch/4xsRq6rDIA/

¥ Zizmathya Fernando ‘5

The National Youth Dialogue 2020/2021 (NYD) on Leadership, Innovation and
Entrepreneurship is an annual national youth engagement exercise led by
UNDP Sri Lanka. This year's NYD held from 16 February to 18 March, UNV
Sri Lanka and UN Volunteers contributed by discussing youth volunteerism
and sharing knowledge and skills.

During the third week of the NYD, UN Youth Volunteers Oshan and Soyeon
hosted a session on how to develop online learning skills. They shared their
knowledge and experience and introduced a variety of tools to enhance
students' e-learning.

On 9th March, UN Volunteer Shenaal from UNV Sri Lanka presented on the
2030 Agenda and the role of volunteerism in achieving the 17 SDGs. During
the discussion, the speakers invited from Volunteering Involving Organisations
discussed various topics around youth volunteerism - the critical roles of young
volunteers in the Decade of Action, benefits of volunteering engagement to
youth, and envisioning the future of youth volunteerism.

UN Volunteers and V-Force
Joining Forces to support the COVID
Vaccination in Sri Lanka


https://hackadev.lk/nyd2021/

UN Volunteers together with V-Force provided key support to UNICEF in
gathering vital information and data around the cold chain facilities in the
country in preparation for the COVID vaccinations. This included Cold Chain
Equipment Inventory (CCEI) data collection, validation and documentation.
Two UN Volunteers together with twenty-three V-Force volunteers successfully
contributed the CCEI Data Collection of UNICEF and the Ministry of Health
facilitating this important national initiative. This story will be featured on

Stay tuned!

Farewell & Thank You

"As | leave, I like to take this opportunity to thank the
great team of UNV Sri Lanka for your collaboration
and friendship. It was a pleasant encounter and an
assignment. Probably the least stressed time during
my entire engagement in the UN so far.

Thank you for making my time counted. | wish all of
you nothing but the best! Much Love, Ereesha.”

Ereesha De Silva
Project Operations Coordinator- UNV

“After working in the private sector for over 18
years, the rare opportunity that | received to work



as a UNV with UNICEF to coordinate the medical &
PPE supplies to the Ministry of Health turned out to
be one of the most fulfilling and rewarding work
experiences in my life. It truly let me experience
first-hand UNV and UNICEF's inspirational work
done for the communities' goodwill and well-being
across our country.

The spirit of volunteerism that this UNV assignment
helped me internalize will live on with me, and | am
deeply thankful to the entire UNV team that
supported me throughout this assignment.”

Chanaka Unantenne
Project Coordinator (Supply) - UNICEF

Welcome to the UNV Family!

"I am grateful for the valuable opportunity given
to me by the UN Volunteers Programme to
support the International Organization for
Migration (IOM) and its role as the Coordinator
and Secretariat of the UN Network on Migration
in Sri Lanka. | enjoy this inter-agency work and
learning opportunity. This is my second
assignment and approaching three years as a
UNV. | am thankful for UNV and IOM Sri Lanka
for the opportunity to utilize my experience and

further develop knowledge, skills, and
competencies that are invaluable for my future

endeavours."

Thilina Galappatti

Communication and Information Management

Officer - IOM

“I am excited to take on my first role as a UNV
attached to the Resident Coordinators Office! |
look forward to learning from and collaborating
with my colleagues, and contribute towards the
work of the UN system.”

Lahiri Jayasinghe



Research Associate — COVID-19 Socioeconomic
Impact — UNRCO

Keep updated our latest news!
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